CHAPTER IV

ANNEXATION
The Position in 1842

T ORD ELLENBOROUGH succeeded Lord Auckland in
March, 1842, and inherited the situation which the latter had
created. Sir Charles Napier had arrived in India three months
earlier. The intricate situation which these two men found on
their arrival was this. The British Army in Afghanistan had
met a series of disasters, the news of which was received in the
Punjab and Sindh with undisguised satisfaction. Auckland's
invasion of Afghanistan had turned out to be what has so
aptly been described as an ' Asiatic copy of Napoleon's
invasion of Spain.' The reputation of British arms was at
the lowest. Moreover, an insurrection had broken out among
the Afghan tribes of Kakars and Kujjaks and the Murri
Bilochees in 1840. The Sarwans had set up Mehrab Khan's
son and assembled a large force. Thus the position of the
British Agents at Quetta and Kelat had become critical and
the safety of the Bolan Pass was in danger.1 Major Clibborn,
who had gone to relieve the Kahun outpost, had also met
with reverses in the Marri Hills.2 It was also reported that
Diwan Sawan Mall, the Lahore Government's governor of the
Multan Province, had rendered help to Dodeh Khan and had
encouraged him to seize the Bolan Pass, though Outram did
not believe it then.3 Later on Outram changed his opinion
and reported that Sawan Mall was intriguing with Marris.4
The Diwan was at the same time suspected of carrying on
a correspondence with the ruler of Hyderabad (Sindh) with
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